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After rain, dry 
weather in 
State today

Jaipur, Oct 24 
(FN  Representative)

Light to moderate rainfall 
was recorded at isolated 
places in Rajasthan 
under the influence of a 
western disturbance, the 
Meteorological Department 
said on Saturday. During 
the 24 hours ending 
Saturday morning, light to 
moderate rainfall occurred 
at isolated places in 
Kotputli-Behror, Khairthal-
Tijara, Alwar, Deeg, Dausa 
and Churu districts, while 
weather remained mainly 
dry in the rest of the state. 
Viratnagar in Kotputli-
Behror district recorded the 
highest rainfall of 25 mm 
during the period. 
Barmer recorded the 
highest maximum 
temperature at 38.8 
degrees Celsius. Under the 
influence of the western 
disturbance, isolated 
places in northern parts 
of Bikaner and Jaipur 
divisions are likely to 
receive light to moderate 
rainfall on Saturday, 
accompanied by winds 
reaching speeds of 30 to 
40 kmph. Dry weather is 
expected across most parts 
of the state for the next 
three to four days from 
October 25, the department 
said. 

Panchayat Polls: Phase 1 voting held in 16 districts

Gehlot slams State govt 
over Jodhpur water crisis

Punjab procures 60.50 LMT 
of paddy since Oct 1
Rajpura, Oct 24 (FN Representative)

The Punjab government has procured 60.50 lakh 
metric tonnes of paddy since the beginning of 
the current kharif crop procurement on October 1 
and ensured payment to farmers within 24 hours, 
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann said on Friday. As 
on Thursday, 62.07 lakh metric tonnes of paddy 
arrived in mandis across the state, out of which 
60.50 LMT has been purchased, with payment 
of Rs 12,969.01 crore being made to farmers, 
Mann said as he took stock of the procurement 
process at Rajpura mandi and interacted with 
farmers, 'arhtiyas' (commission agents) and other 
stakeholders. 
He further said that special trains are facilitating 
grain movement and the government is working 
to ensure adequate storage space at mandis. 
"Wherever paddy has arrived, it has been procured 
without any delay," he said, adding that the 
entire process is progressing smoothly. Basmati 
production has been remarkable in areas such as 
Faridkot, Sangrur and Gurdaspur. Basmati farmers 
are getting good prices and are extremely happy 
with the high yields, he said. Highlighting the 
role of canal irrigation, he said it brings essential 
nutrients and silt that enrich the soil. Despite lower 
rainfall this year, less groundwater has been used 
because canal water has been made available in 
adequate quantities. It is a matter of immense pride 
that Punjab is conserving its precious groundwater 
resources, said Mann. 

Jaipur, Oct 24 (Reporter)

A total of 3,314 gram panchayats 
across 16 districts in Rajasthan 
went to the polls on Saturday to 

decide the fates of more than 16,500 
candidates in the fray for the sarpanch’s 
posts, along with elections for 28,682 
ward panch seats, officials said. Till 
3 pm, a turnout of 61.87 per cent was 
recorded in the first phase of panch and 
sarpanch elections, they said. The voting, 
which picked up pace during the day 
after recording 19.31 per cent turnout till 
10 am, ended at 6 pm. The final turnout 
figures are awaited. Counting of votes 
for the first phase will be taken up when 
polling ends, and the results are expected 
by late Saturday evening. 
According to the figures released by 
the State Election Commission (SEC), 
Mangta in Barmer district recorded 78.67 
per cent polling, followed by Phalodi at 
78.38 per cent and Dechu in Phalodi 
district at 77.99 per cent. Bhinder in 
Udaipur district recorded 43.69 per cent 
polling, among the lowest in the areas 
covered in the first phase of elections. A 

total of 16,795 candidates are in the fray 
for the sarpanch’s posts. The elections 
are being held in Ajmer, Alwar, Barmer, 
Bhilwara, Bikaner, Dungarpur, Jaipur, 
Jhalawar, Jodhpur, Kota, Nagaur, Pali, 
Phalodi, Rajsamand, Sirohi and Udaipur 
districts. These are the same 16 districts 
where polling for zila parishad and 
panchayat samiti members was held 
on October 22. Barmer has the highest 
number of gram panchayats going to 
the polls at 419, followed by Bhilwara 
at 326, Phalodi at 305 and Udaipur at 
284. Bhilwara has the highest number of 
sarpanch candidates at 2,097, followed 
by Dungarpur at 1,594, Jaipur at 1,525 
and Udaipur at 1,480. 
According to SEC data, 2,905 gram 
panchayats have between one and 
nine candidates for the sarpanch’s 
posts, while 311 have between 10 and 
19 candidates. Two gram panchayats 
have between 20 and 29 candidates. 
In Barmer, elections are being held for 
3,025 ward panch seats, the highest 
among the 16 districts, followed by 
Bhilwara at 2,872 and Udaipur at 2,466. 
Unlike the zila parishad and panchayat 
samiti polls, panch and sarpanch 
elections are not contested on political 
party symbols. The SEC allots election 
symbols to the candidates, although 
political parties often extend their 
support to the nominees. The Panchayati 
Raj elections in Rajasthan are being 
held in four phases for 41 zila parishads, 
457 panchayat samitis and 14,403 gram 
panchayats. 

Jaipur, Oct 24 (Reporter)

Former Rajasthan chief 
minister Ashok Gehlot 
on Saturday accused the 
BJP-led state government 
of failing to address the 
worsening water crisis 
in Jodhpur and said the 
city was receiving only about 380 million 
litres of water per day (MLD) against its 
requirement of 500 MLD. Gehlot said 
western Rajasthan was already facing 
severe drought conditions and the water 
crisis in Jodhpur was worsening. 
He pointed out that Union Tourism 
Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat had 
claimed in June that water from the third 
phase of the Indira Gandhi Lift Canal 

would reach Jodhpur by 
September. "However, 
the Public Health 
Engineering Department 
subsequently set October 
18 as the new deadline, 
which also passed 
without the promised 
supply reaching the city," 
he said. The Congress 

leader claimed that the deadline had 
now been pushed to November. Gehlot 
demanded that the BJP's "double-
engine government" ensure Rajasthan 
receives its share of water under existing 
agreements. He also sought a definite 
timeline for supplying water to Jodhpur 
and alternative arrangements to meet the 
city's requirements until the promised 
supply materialises. 


